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Graduation Class of 2025
Commencement Speech
Thomas Winkelmann, Class of 2019

Thank you for inviting me back this year to share this great day with all of you. It’s truly an honor
to be here.

I’'m sure a lot has changed for many of you since last year. You’ve just finished your senior year
and your high school career! You have so much to be proud of and so much to celebrate.

When | was thinking about what to say tonight, | learned that you have been working on a Portrait
of a Graduate this year. | really liked the 5 areas that you chose as your goals because they are all
applicable to the real world.

In terms of having a strong work ethic. Whatever you choose to do, do it well. Put your heart into
what you want to accomplish.

Don’t cut corners.
Don’t take shortcuts.

Learn from your mistakes. We all make them..... | bet, even Mr. Obst makes a mistake from time to
time.

Being a responsible citizen basically means respecting others throughout your journey.
| know that you’ve all heard “Treat others the way you want to be treated.”
Be respectful to everyone. In order to get respect, you have to give it.

& Be kind to others even if they’re not kind to you because the most important form of Respect is...
WKE Sl Self-Respect.

Being an effective communicator will make all the difference in this world. Listen to and value other people’s opinions.

You’'re not always going to agree with everyone but you don’t have to be disagreeable which basically means, express yourself
with respect and others will take you more seriously.

Ask questions. You may not be a student at CJR anymore but you are now on a path with new teachers, new bosses, new
colleagues, new friends.

Take it all in and ask when you don’t know something. Remember, there’s no such thing as a stupid question.

Be observers of everything. Watch how things are done and be good role models for others.

Also, as you already know, act like gentlemen because people will learn what you show them, not always what you tell them.
To be an independent learner means that you are taking responsibility for yourself.

This includes your education, professional training, career, and life choices.

You can’t always do it alone. None of us do. Let other people help you and help other people... Pay it Forward.

Financial Agency means “be smart with your money.” You earn your money, you work hard for it, so don’t waste it.

It's okay to spend your money but always save for a “rainy day.”

Be a smart shopper and informed consumer.

Before you spend your money, ask questions...... and then ask more questions. It’s your money so be engaged. Make smart
investments.

Work hard for your money but don’t be a slave to it. Being wise with your income will help you have a healthy balance in life as
you get older.

In closing, | want to say:

Don’t forget the family and friends that you made at this school. | came here in 2017, graduated in 2019, and I'm still a part of this
school in 2025;

Don’t forget the memories that you made here with your friends and your teachers. I'm sure that you have good memories and
they belong to you;

Be proud of your achievements and accomplishments. You earned this day. Nothing was handed to you. No one can take your
diploma away from you. It’s yours;

Come back and visit. Give back to the community and be positive role models for the next generation of students.
Enjoy your journey, have fun and be safe.
Thank you again for this opportunity to speak with you. Good night.

Tom Delivered a Well-Received Commencement Speech
Tom enthusiastically delivered a commencement address to over 150 students, family members, school staff,
supporters and friends. All in attendance appreciated his respectful and meaningful words of encouragement
and advice on how to be successful in life.
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ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
| Teachers and Staff voted for Students

Exceptionally Strong Work Ethic Award

Presented to the student who demonstrates a positive
attitude, collaborates with others, leads by example, and
follows & gives directions well.

Most Responsible Citizen Award

Presented to the student who contributes to the school
community by building positive relations, respects others’

4 viewpoints, and holds himself accountable for high standards.

Most Effective Communicator Award
Presented to the student who demonstrates
collaborative skills and spirit by engaging in
active listening and acting inquisitive in a
respectful manner.

Independent Learner Award

> ' Presented to the student who makes informed
decisions by engaging in the continuous pursuit of knowledge and researching
& obtaining credible information that helps others.

Entrepreneurship & Stewardship Award

Presented to the student who effectively demonstrates a
commitment to financial agency through self-awareness and self-
discipline in an ethical manner & with integrity.

Bonnie Huttig Award
Presented to the student who best demonstrates a desire to do well,
limitless potential & aptitude, and a genuine kindness to others.

Alex Drost Award
Presented to the student who follows the Golden Rule of treating
others the way that you want to be treated.

= Magill Shipman Award

Presented to the student whose quiet
leadership style and humble
characteristics make others feel
respected, valued, and inspired.
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ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
We wish congratulations to CAVEC alumni!

*

Colin O., RSD 15/Southbury

Levi W., Region 20/Bantam
Ayden W., RSD 7/Barkhamsted

Victor C-S., Bristol
Jaxton C., Bristol
Anthony G., Terryville
Christian G., West Hartford
Sean K., Watertown
Jasper L-G., Canton

Aaliyah O., Bristol
Nashire P., Stratford
Dylan P., Seymour
Connor R., Canton
Faith S., Bristol
Derek S., Danbury

WORK ETHIC RESPONSIBLE
Be accountable CITIZEN
Build positive

Be punctual relationships

Demonstrate a

positive attitude Respect others and

their viewpoints
Engage in active

listening Contribute to

community

Follow directions B deasiiviablater

Accept constructive one’s self
criticism
Work productively
with others
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EFFECTIVE
COMMUNICATOR

Engage in active
listening

Ask questions to
gain understanding

Respect the views of
others

Use appropriate and
meaningful language

Demonstrate tact
when speaking

S

INDEPENDENT
LEARNER

Engage in the
continuous pursuit of
knowledge

Research and obtain
credible information

Be a responsible and
informed decision
maker
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Cable Academic and Vocational
Education Center Celebrates
Scholarships

FINANCIAL
AGENCY

Understand
budgeting and
saving

Create financial
stability
Practice discipline
Differentiate

between wants and
needs

Value integrity and
ethics

CJR

The Cable Academic and Vocational

Education Center
550 Goshen Road . P.O. Box 161 .

www.cjrimpact.org

If you have any questions, concerns or suggestions regarding your child’s education,

always feel free to contact

James K. Obst, Director of Education and Student Services
860-567-9423 ext. 1211, email: jobst@cjryouth.org

Litchfield, CT 06759
Phone: 860-567-9423 . Fax: 860-567-2670

EDUCATION

Mission Statement: To provide all students with a
supportive educational environment which nurtures
their ability to maximize their individual potential
and strengthen their social and academic
experiences, now and throughout

their lifetimes.

Accredited by NEASC

New England Association
of Schools and Colleges


mailto:jobst@cjryouth.org

