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FEATURED STORY

CJR IN THE NEWS
FOX61 recently featured CJR’s SAFE Program 
in Waterbury with a spotlight on CJR alumna 
and current Culinary Arts Instructor Brea Ashe. 
Watch Brea, President & CEO Dan Rezende, and 
Director of Community Programs Ana Flamengo 
talk about the impact of CJR’s community 
programs as part of its continuum of care.

WATCH NOW

cjrimpact.org/fox61

MESSAGE FROM THE CEO

HARVESTING HOPE TOGETHER
As we watch our students harvest autumn crops, including pumpkins, gourds, squash, and 
chrysanthemums on the CJR farm, we’re reminded that change brings growth—and for the youth 
we serve, that growth is happening every day because of you.

With every wellness session, community program, and moment of 
encouragement, we strive to create an environment where young 
people feel supported, seen, and valued. The results may not always 
be immediate, but like seeds planted in the spring, we know these 
efforts will take root and blossom in time.

This year, thanks to our donors, volunteers, staff, and community 
partners, we have expanded our programs to reach more youth 
than ever before. We are committed to ensuring that every young 
person has access to the skills, guidance, and opportunities they 
need to thrive—no matter their circumstances.

This fall, I invite you to continue walking alongside us as we help 
youth build confidence, discover their strengths, and prepare to 
contribute positively in their schools, communities, and beyond. 

With gratitude,

Daniel W. Rezende
President and CEO
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PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT

EMPOWERING YOUTH THROUGH EDUCATION
As the school year gets underway, we shine a spotlight on CJR’s Cable Academic and Vocational 
Education Center (CAVEC). 

Guided by a mission to provide a supportive 
environment that nurtures each student’s ability 
to maximize individual potential, CAVEC programs 
are designed to empower young people to 
develop their skills and become lifelong learners.
At CJR, students strengthen academic, communication, and social competencies while 
developing constructive interests, resilience, and a sense of responsibility that will have a 
positive impact over a lifetime. 

The curriculum developed by the CAVEC staff features a multi-disciplinary approach to 
learning. Vocational programs help students develop a strong work ethic; health and wellness 
programs support emotional well-being; and students and their parents are encouraged by – 
and proud of – the successes they experience through CJR’s education programs. With more 
than 250 high school diplomas issued to date, CAVEC prepares students for the transition from 
graduation to whatever comes next.

I like the environment and the 
different vocational classes.

Anton G.F.
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FEATURED STORY

POLE BARN GRAND 
OPENING
This past May, CJR officially opened its new Pole Barn, 
providing a vital resource for the organization’s growing 
agricultural science and animal care programs.

A special thank you to Congresswoman Jahana Hayes, 
U.S. Senators Richard Blumenthal and Chris Murphy, and 
our state and local representatives for their support of 
this important project. The new Pole Barn was funded 
through a congressionally directed spending grant from 
the United States Department of Agriculture, and in part 
by the Connecticut Department of Agriculture, through the 
Community Investment Act. Funds were also provided by 
the Sue B. Hart Foundation in Honor of Owen S. Hart, and 
through the Seherr-Thoss Charitable Trust.

LEARN MORE

cjrimpact.org/education
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WAYS YOU CAN 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Every donor matters and every donation 
counts! When you support CJR, you 
make an investment in our mission, 
ensuring every young person has the 
opportunity to thrive. 

By becoming a monthly donor, you:

MAKE A LASTING IMPACT 

ARE PART OF THE SUSTAINED 
GROWTH OF OUR ORGANIZATION 

HELP INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES 
REALIZE THEIR POTENTIAL 

EVENTS

CJR INVITATIONAL
A full field of golfers enjoyed a beautiful day at the 
Torrington Country Club, with $88,000 raised to 
support CJR’s education, residential, wellness, and 
community programs.

Heartfelt thanks to our loyal sponsors and volunteers, 
and a special thanks to CJR Invitational Chair Bob 
Phelan (pictured with foursome upper right) and 
Founding Chair Greg Oneglia (pictured with foursome 
at right) for their equal contributions to fund a new 
$25,000 Chairmen’s Challenge Sponsorship, which 
acted as a catalyst in making this year’s event one of 
the most successful ever, while propelling cumulative 
net proceeds raised through the 29th Annual CJR 
Invitational to more than $2 million!
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SUPPORT
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